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25X1X Le The wacent execution cf 17 porsons is said to be the result of a specific 
pilex originated by Zervas. Freparetions were made in the Ministry of Public 
Order in great ssoreoye The execution list named 22 persons, but only 17 
were executed, the others having becn transferred from the prison on Aegine. 
-te obher peleone without ss to the attention of the Miaistry of Publ ic 
Order. . 


2. The claim of the Commmist press, thet one cf the exeouticns was made in 
error, is correct. The mistake resulted from a confusion of names, end 

the person on the list is still alive in another prison. The mistake iz 
attributed to the haste with which the liet of namss was prepared by the a 
Ministry of Public Order. 


‘The execution squad wee comprised of soldiers of the "third scatsgory” 
(suspected Comumists), picked from the 500th Battalion commnded hy Panax- 
dinitropoulos, The execution took vlace without incident, with an elte-- 
nate firing squad cf nationalist soldiers standing by, .A Greek intelli + 
rense agenoy issued the execution report imbended for ERE consuaption withe 
out indicating that the pro-Commmist equad nad earried out its orders engi 
tnder compulsion. - 


To win over soldiers from the Commmist Party, military authoritiss have 
letealy invoked the method of signed statements of romunciation of Cormmuuisme - 
It is perticulerly intended fer soldierg of the Labor Battelion, ant those - 
of the "third category". Many heve signed such remmeietions, and their 
names have.been published in the press in the areas from which they cameos 
The mothod is rer favorable results for men who previously be- 
longed to the EA, BPON and affiliated organizatios.se I+ is alse resorted - 
to by democrats xno » have been mistakenly labeled as Communiats. ; 


Se One such declaration of revues ation CONNIDENTIAR however, has produced 5 
doubtful. prepacands valve, Captain Uetsimichelelis, «ho wea being tried > >i 
ona oapitel charge at the Lanie gneral court martial, signed & renunois~ 
tion, and ineludod a stetenons that he hac never belonzod to the Commun ist | 
Party. Actually, lebzim cuolakis was a member and played an Important +. 
role as en inbellirence agent of the Party during the occuaption end ater 
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the liberations Ile had venetrated several nationalist orpaniz zations 
in this line of work. - 


Several cliques’. have besn noted emone the higher rank officers of the 
Greek Armye in the orde” of their importance, they are the Ventiris 
clique, the’ Taskalotos ciique, ard the less Important Maniadakis clique. 
Yor example, Taskalotos “s folloved by & refuler retinue to whatever 
steff position he is ass: med. ‘he retimie is compriselof several of- 
ficers including Karadoms, Katsecemis and Tzinss. Taakalotos is also 
malzing an effort to win : oer the officers of the Sacred Company and the 
Rimini Brigade. 


/ 3 
The two strates appointme:s 8 are looked upon as successes of the Minister 
of Var arainst Ventiris it the jealosy that exists between thom. One of 
these mspolnendace: Gencrt.. Perivoliotis, has been placed in the staff to 
supervise personnel matters, replacing Generel Balis. Perivoliotis, who 
is regarded as honest and tapsble, has openly advised his assistants not 
to hesitate to recommond competent officers for appropriate positions, 
regardless of politics or tonnections, Sinilarly, Gencral Papadepoulos, 
-pres-nt commander of the First Corps, is not considered a hireling of 
Ventiris. The elcar stand tf Sofoulis arainst the KVE has been attributed 
in part to the Perey visite of Sofoulis by Ventiria during the las’ 
norbhe 


In the absence of competent denior officers, four groupings, consi sting 

, OF 10 LOK companies cach, arg presently commanded by Majors. Gencraliy, 
these units are considercd at specially soleoted, from a viewpoint of 
moraie endeffectiveness. Tin: officers comected vith these unites have 
been privately informod, however, that Ventiris expects shortly to re« 
place them with officers belouzing to his am clique. In cther words, — 
wlinsky, Triantafyllakes, Dexnspoulos would be es by Papadopoulos, 
Mesinopoulos end Papageergakopculos. 


Corps Commander Papageorgiou racently visited the unite stationed eat Verria. 
In his address to the officers, he tld them to executes any rebols surron- 
dering at the last minute, and that they could consider this an oral «cere 
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